Off Campus Living Guide

Living on Your Own: Living on your own is both a stressful and
exciting experience. It is important to be prepared when considering
whether you are going to live off campus in order to avoid becoming
overwhelmed or making uninformed decisions.
To find the right living space you would ideally want to start weeks in
advance however, sometimes this is not possible. Regardless of how
small your time frame is, always properly inspect, negotiate and
understand your rights before you agree to take on the
responsibility of renting any place.
This guide is a quick compilation of information put together by the
Off Campus Living office, to better orientate you into the rental
world.
Use this booklet as a guide when you begin your search for
accommodations. Remember to visit us in the Office of Student
Development and Services (B210) with any questions or concerns.
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Where Are You Going To Live?
Consider what it is you are looking for: It is best to first ask yourself
the following questions: Do I want to live on my own? Would I like to
share a space with roommates? Am I looking for a place with room
and board?
Start early—give yourself lots of time. Begin your search after the New
Year; many landlords prefer to get leases signed before May 1st.
Types of Living Accommodations
a.
Apartment for Rent:
An apartment can be your own space, private, or shared. Some
apartments are a sectioned part of the landlords home while
others are a part of a complex; a bachelor apartment is usually
one large room that includes all necessities like a kitchen, bed,
and bathroom. There may be other people sharing the building
but living in separate units.
b.

Apartment to Share:
An apartment to share differs from an apartment to rent; a
shared apartment requires each tenant living in the space to
pay separately for his or her room. This is a more economical
option, as liability and utilities can be split between the
persons sharing the unit. All tenants make a contract with the
landlord separately.

c.

Room for Rent:
Some people rent out rooms in their home that they
currently reside in. Often, but not always, this room is
furnished. You might not have access to the entire house,
but should have access to a kitchen and a washroom. Some
landlords may offer room and board for an extra fee. This
means that the homeowner will provide meals and food for
the tenant. This is a great option for someone who is not a
picky eater.

d.

House:
This type of rental requires an agreement with one individual
and the landlord for an entire house. To offset the cost of
renting a home, the renter may choose to find roommates.
Only one person is directly paying the landlord, putting more
liability on the single individual.

e.

House to Share:
A shared house requires each tenant living in the home to
pay separately for their room, sharing the space with the
other tenants living there. This is a more economical way of
renting a home, since the liability of rent and utility
payments are not directly on one person. All tenants make a
contract with the landlord separately.

Where are you going to Live?
Location: Where do you want to live? If you don’t have a car at your
disposal, you’ll need to take the bus or walk to get to campus. In that
case, you’ll also need to be close to a bus stop (so you don’t freeze
waiting for the bus during winter) or close enough to campus to walk.
It’s also important to know where you are in relation to amenities like
grocery stores and pharmacies.
Size: How big of a living space will you and any roommates need? Is
there enough room for necessities like a bed, desk, and fridge? What
about other things like a computer or television? You’ll need to consider
all of these things when visiting potential rental units.
Price Range: Budget wisely. Remember to factor in all of the associated
costs with renting – utilities (e.g., hydro, water, heat), parking,
telephone, cable, and internet connection. Having a price range in mind
will help to focus your search.

Tips for Finding an Apartment
When: Many landlords who rent to students prefer to sign one year
leases from May 1st to April 30th. If you are considering signing a lease
in May, the best time to start searching is near the end of
January/February. It is good to start early as there are many options
to consider.
How: Use our website and start choosing listings that interest you.
Contact these landlords with your questions, concerns, and requests.
Narrow the search down to several spaces and make viewing
appointments.
Where: Remember, by visiting http://ocl.nipissingu.ca, you get
access to a variety of listings posted by landlords who specifically
want to rent to students!
Tips for Searching in North Bay:
• Start early—give yourself lots of time, plan and budget for at
least three trips to see rental units if you live elsewhere.
•

Location, location, location—settle on a search area where you
will find convenient places you are likely to go (close to campus,
bus routes, grocery stores, laundry services, parking).

•

See every place—never agree to rent something you have never
physically looked over.

•

Be picky—search at least 5 different places, so you have some
options to compare and ask lots of questions.

•

Be persistent—look frequently, check often, and once you have
found your place, follow up with a landlord.

•

Go with your gut—do you feel safe here, can you see any
neighbours, drive around the neighbourhood. Does it smell
musky? You will either love it right away or not, be cautious.

Inspecting Potential Apartments
Although you may not feel comfortable inspecting an apartment during
your visit, it’s important to remember that you will likely be living there
for the 8-month school year, so check everything that you can.
Location:
____ Close to grocery store, convenience store, laundromat, bank
____ Close proximity to campus, bus stops
____ Safe neighbourhood
Facilities:
____ Number of parking spaces
____ Acceptable state of repair of the building (outside and inside)
____ Good appearance and upkeep of the unit (carpets clean, no pests)
____ Condition of the ceiling, walls and floors (water leaks?)
____ Check around windows/doors for drafts
____ Lights in each room (ceiling fixtures)
____ Check all electrical outlets (grounded?)
____ Where is access to the fuse box/circuit breakers
____ Access and use of the temperature control
____ Check faucets for both water pressure and for hot water
____ Check under the sink for water leaks/damage
____ Appliances are in working order
____ Check bathroom for leaks/damage/discoloration (mildew stains)
____ Telephone, internet, and cable available
Safety:
____ Main entrance door to apartment secure with a lock/deadbolt
____ Windows are secured and lockable
____ Fire exit(s) with Smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors
Responsibilities:
____ Is landlord is responsible for cutting grass shoveling snow
Rental Terms:
____ How much is the rent $__________/month
____ What does rent include? Is there a lease? Can you sublet?
Renter's Insurance
You can insure your belongings against loss, theft or damage at a
relatively low cost. Companies that insure your car or other family
property may offer discounts on a renter's insurance policy.

Safety Tips
Living in North Bay, as in any large urban area, requires taking adequate
safety precautions. Be observant at all times, anticipation is a major
factor in preventing crimes.
•

If someone knocks on your door, identify the person before you
open the door.

•

At all times require service personnel to provide identification
and authorization from your landlord before letting them into
your room or apartment.

•

When traveling at night try to arrange to go with one or more
friends.

•

If walking, stay in well-lighted, heavily traveled areas. Walk with
confidence to convey with body language that you are aware and
in control.

•

If you think someone is following you, switch your direction or
cross the street. If the follower persists, call the police
immediately, and try to find a lighted store or home to ensure
safety.

•

Always have your keys in hand when you approach your house or
apartment. Fumbling in your purse or pockets for a key can
distract you and put you off guard.

•

Make sure that your door has a deadbolt lock and keep it locked
at all times.

•

Check all windows to see if they are secure and have adequate
locks. Provide coverings for your windows and pull the shades or
close the drapes at night.

•

Never leave an extra key outside for any reason; leave one with a
friend nearby instead.
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North Bay, ON
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Finding Roommates
Talk to friends and family, you may find that someone close to you is
looking for a roommate too.
Before you sign a lease, know what you are committing to. Have a
parent, guardian or family friend read over the lease so you know
what you are signing!
Here is a non-comprehensive list of suggested discussion topics for
you and your potential roommates:
• Where do you prefer to study? What other study habits do
you maintain?
• Do you smoke? Do you drink alcohol?
• What is your ideal level of cleanliness? Are you able to
maintain that on a daily basis?
• How often do you do chores and how would you split them up
between roommates?
• How do you usually deal with conflict? How often do you run
into conflict?
• Are you a private or social roommate?
• What personal belongings of yours (if any) would you be
willing to share?
• How do you feel about guests and overnight guests?
• Do you enjoy hosting parties?
• What music do you listen to? What TV shows do you watch?

Finding one or more roommates
can be difficult, especially if it’s
your first year living off campus
or your first year in postsecondary education. Living with
a roommate(s) has several
advantages, including having a
friend to talk to and reduced
expenses.

Moving In
Once you’ve worked out all the above details, it’s time to move in!
Depending on what your landlord supplies, what your roommates
bring or what you already own, you may need to purchase some of
the following items (this is a non-comprehensive list):
• Set of plates, bowls, cups, and cutlery
• Tupperware containers
• Cookware such as pots, pans, large spoons,
measuring cups, and spatulas
• Can opener
• Coffeemaker and/or kettle
• Dishtowels, sponges, and dish soap, toilet brush
and plunger
• Shower curtain
• Drain stoppers
• Bathroom rug
• Toilet paper
• Hand soap
• Laundry detergent and fabric softener
• Cleaning supplies such as disinfectant wipes and
rubber gloves
• Organizational tools such as shelves and bins
• Paper towels
• Broom and mop
• Drying rack for your clothing
• Extension cords
• Bed
• Dresser
• Desk and chair
• Lamp
• Television
• Living room furnishings
• Table and chairs
• Curtains or shades for windows
• Any wall decorations (check with your landlord
about this, as they may not permit nails or sticky
tack)

Tips for packing and moving your belongings
Don’t leave all of your packing until the night before! Start early by
slowly packing up items that you won’t immediately need in order to
save time.
You can find cardboard boxes for packing your things at many places,
including grocery stores, dollar stores, and restaurants. Be creative!
Try to distribute the weight of your belongings evenly. Clearly mark
boxes set aside for breakable objects and wrap those objects in
newspaper, bubble wrap, or towels. Clothing, bedding, and pillows
can be easily and quickly packed into large garbage bags.
Try to facilitate your move in day so that family and friends may be
able to help you. Remember to reward them for their hard work!
Make sure your landlord is aware and confirms your move in date.
Contact us:
Off Campus Living Office, Nipissing University
100 College Drive, Room B210
North Bay ON P1B 8L7
Website: http://ocl.nipissingu.ca
Email: offcampusliving@nipissingu.ca
Phone: 705.474.3450 ext. 4242
Fax: 705.495.2850
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